Military members and civilians have different patterns of violent behaviors; however, little is known about the differences between military members and civilians who perpetrated murder-suicide (i.e., a person kills someone [s] and then commits suicide within one day). This study analyzed data from 259 military and 259 civilian murder-suicide perpetrators to compare their differences in demographics and behaviors. Results revealed significant differences between military and civilian murder-suicide perpetrators in terms of age, motive, and behavioral factors.
LIMITATIONS
Only male perpetrators were included in the study, so the findings cannot be applied to female perpetrators. It was unclear whether the military perpetrators were still in the military when committed murder-suicide or how many years they served in the military, which could be confounding factors in the study. Military status was not confirmed by official sources (e.g., military records); therefore, it may not truly represent some participants' military status. 
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